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What is 

Phonics? 

Discuss with the person next to you... 



What is 

Phonics? 
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read. 

 

 

All words are made of: 

 

Phonemes (a unit of sound) 

Graphemes (a sound written down) 

 

 

With phonics, children learn how to:  

• recognise the sound each individual letter makes 

• identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make (sh, oo) 

• blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word. 



The English language is confusing! 

Do you know why English  

is a difficult language to learn? 

Talk to your partner:  



The English language is confusing! 

26 letters...                    44 phonemes... 

 

150+ graphemes                                                         

 

 

 



In Read Write Inc. Phonics, children learn to read accurately 

and fluently with good comprehension. 



Meet f-r-e-d: 

F-r-e-d is a frog who only speaks in sounds. 

He helps children sound out words so they can read and spell. 



Children learn to say and read the most common grapheme  

for the 41 most frequent phonemes. 

Sounds are 'stretchy' or 

bouncy' to help the child say 

the 'pure sound'. 

lip    luh-i-puh 

 

crab    cuh-ruh-a-buh 

 

Each lesson's structure is 

consistent so that children can 

concentrate on one thing:  

the new learning. 

 

 

Children learn to: 

 1. say the sound 

 2. read the sound 

   3. write the letter 

 4. f-r-e-d talk (blend) 

 



Each single letter sound has a picture. 

The picture links to the sound and letter formation. 

Maisie,  

mountain,  

mountain 

Down the tower, 

across the tower 

Round her face, down 

her hair and give her 

a curl 

Down the kangaroo's 

body, tail and leg 



Let's practise! 

I am going to Fred Talk three words. 

 

When I gesture towards you, 

repeat the sounds and then blend the sounds 

into a word. 

Now Try This: How many sounds are in the following words? 

 

cat          bark          think          shout          dragon          elephant 



Progression of lessons 

sound cards 

green and red 

word cards 
story books 

(fiction and non-

fiction) 



Beginning readers: Red Ditty Books 

Ditty 3 Ditty 1 







Orange Story Books 



Grey Story Books 





Online Resources:  


