
 

       

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                    
 

           Tuesday 14th January 2020 
 

Year 4 Curriculum letter 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you had a great break! We are looking forward to a fantastic Spring term. We are writing to give you an overview 
of the topics, areas of learning and general systems and routines for this term. 
 
Literacy- Reading: 
minutes every day. We would like a parent or carer to check that each child is reading regularly and writing a comment in 
their orange reading record every week. Prompts of how to write the comments can be found at the back. The orange Reading 
records should be handed in every Tuesday. Comments will be checked by the teacher or teaching assistant. Please support 
your child by discussing their book and asking them questions; this is to encourage them to think about what they are reading 
in greater depth. Children have the opportunity to take books out of the school library, Highgate Library and the class book 
corner. 
 
Writing: We will be working on our writing skills in Year 4 through a variety of genres and text. We will begin the Spring 

report. We will then move on to writing non-chronological reports about elephants, inspired by our recent a
the elephant. 
 
Spelling: The termly spelling list outlines which words will be practised and tested each Tuesday. Please help your 
child practise and learn the relevant spellings. 
 
Maths: This term we will be particularly focusing on revising the four operations (add, subtract, multiply, divide), fractions, 
measures (including converting between metric units) and shape. We will to continue to develop problem solving skills and 
embed investigative tasks within lessons. Year 4 children are expected to know all of their times tables up to 12 x 12 by the 
end of the Summer Term, and we encourage you to practice times tables with your children. We will be working on the 8x, 
11x, 6x and 9x tables this term, as part of our Times Table Scheme. We will also be taking part in the Camden Schools Spring 
Slam for times tables this term, with the opportunity to compete against other schools. 
 
Science: AB project and  we will then 

 The children will be investigating these topics both independently 
and in small groups, and reflecting on their findings. A particular focus will be on the water cycle and dangers posed to 
animals due to environmental and human impacts . Each lesson will 
be linked to a specific scientific enquiry skill, for example, observing closely, evaluating results or making hypotheses.  
 
Computing: This term we will be focusing on how computing can be used as a means of communication. We will be 
writing, sending and receiving emails from each other and learning how to attach documents to an email using a specialist, 
in-school program. We will be focusing on e-safety and safety when using email with the children throughout these lessons. 
We will continue to learn and practise new computing skills in discrete lessons, in conjunction with using computers to 
support our learning in all subject areas.  
 
Humanities: 
and the key historical figures that have had an impact on the way we communicate today. We will then move on to 

inspired by our recent adoption of Emoli the elephant and the environmental issues that affect his 
species in his natural habitat. As well as this we will learn about a variety of topics, such as climate change, sustainability 
and specific terms such as biomes and vegetation belts.  Each Geography lesson will be focused on a specific geographical 
skill, such as using and reading maps, or analysing photographs.  
 
P.E: Year 4 will be taking swimming lessons this half term (on a Monday afternoon), as well as dance (on Wednesdays). 
Haseeb and Aaron will continue to lead P.E lessons at Brookfield. Please remember to bring in a clean, dry swimming kit 
including swim cap, towel and swimming costume in a bag EVERY Monday, as well as a PE kit containing shorts and a top 
(warmer clothes also permitted for Cross Country). Children must bring in suitable footwear for PE lessons. 
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Fantastic Arts and Brookfield (FAB):   This half term, Year 4 will be working with Saul from the Junk Orchestra to 
explore, design, make and play instruments made from recycled material.  He will be assisting us to explore a painting 
through sound that will be the inspiration for our recycled instruments which will later be performed! This year's FAB project 
has been designed in partnership with STEAM, in affiliation with Camden Learning. The project aims to provide children 
with opportunities for their skills in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM) to develop.  

Art and DT: In the second half term we will be focusing on a DT unit based around Cooking and Nutrition, researching 
the provenance of different food items and making two different recipes as a class. We will link this to our topic on 

ption affects the environment including food miles and shopping 
Fairtrade.  
 
PSHE and RE: How 

 
For our R.E. day this term (Friday February 15th) we will be focusing on the concept of belonging in Islam. If you have any 
expertise in this areas and would be willing to help on this day, please let us know.  
 
Music: This year, Year 4 are 
fife, or recorder. It is imperative that they bring in their instruments every Thursday in preparation for their lessons. Please 
encourage your child to practice at home, as directed by the music teachers in school.  
 
French: In French we will be continuing to learn basic vocabulary and simple sentences related to a variety of topics, including 
telling the time, visiting a town, and shopping. 
 
Forest School (Science, DT, PSHE): Next half term, Year 4 will be taking part in Forest Schools, where children will be given 
hands-on learning experiences on Hampstead Heath. We will be learning about the environment and plants through play, 
games and exploration to strengthen our social skills, teamwork and resilience. Alongside this, the class will also be learning 
the art of woodwork through our partnership with Highgate Newtown Community Centre. There will be letters sent out 
specifically about this closer to the time!  
 
 
Key dates  
Wednesday 15th January  FAB workshop starts 

Friday 17th January  Trip to the science museum 

Thursday 30th January  Open afternoon  please collect your 
child at 1.45 
 

Tuesday 4th February- Y4 PAC Maths 

Thursday 6th February  PTA Auction 

Thursday 5th March  World Book Day 

Friday  14th Feb  F.A.B performance (pm) and RE day (am) 

Friday 14th February  Last day of term 

Thursday 27th February  World book day costume shop! 
2.00-3.00 by invitation. 3.30: All families welcome 
 

Wb 9th March-  

Week beginning 16th March  Assessment week  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As always, we are very keen to have volunteers to accompany us on trips and outings. We welcome support from you to 
As we have a large focus on reading and times tables this year, please do let us know if 

you would be interested in coming to school in the afternoon to hear children read or to help them practice their times 
tables! If you have any specialist skills or talents that you can offer please come and talk to one of us. Please do not hesitate 
to contact us in the playground at the end of the day, by email or through the school office if you have any questions. 
 
Kind regards, 
Louise, Lauren and Asher 
 
l.ditchfield@brookfield.camden.sch.uk   l.gaunson@brookfield.camden.sch.uk       
 
  
Handy Reminders:                                  PACT books to be brought in daily 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
Ivy and Bramble 
SWIMMING 

Ivy and Bramble 
swimming 
Homework handed 
in 

 Homework given out 
Music- 
bring in instruments 
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