
 

  

 

 

 

            31st October 2016 

Some kindness suggestions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grandparents’ morning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just before half term, Brookfield held its 4th          
Grandparents’ Morning. Once again it was a  wonderful 
occasion with grandparents travelling as far as             
Edinburgh, Hull and Pembrokeshire to attend. The 
grandparents were treated to  some refreshments, an 
excerpt from 5O’s assembly, a  tour of the school, a 
whole school assembly, some time spent  in class and  a 
delicious school dinner. 
Lots of the grandparents fed back positive comments   
including the following:  

   ‘Appreciation’ 

 

    ‘Positive and  

       s
upportive  

     Relationships’ 

   ‘Achievement’ 

 

  ‘Confident and  
      Independent  

           Pupils’ 

‘LEARNING TOGETHER ACHIEVING MORE’ 

Welcome Back 
Welcome back at the start of this half term. We trust 
you all had an enjoyable and relaxing break 
 
Events this week 
Monday -       Y1-3 nasal immunisations 
                         Bat talk in Y2 p.m 
Tuesday -       Y5 and Y6 football league starts 
Wednesday - 3LG assembly 10.25am 
Friday -            Y4 visiting St Albans Verulamium 
                          Halloween bake sale after school 
 
Curriculum news 
Open Afternoon 
Many thanks to all those who weren’t able to attend 
open afternoon but have made a point of arranging 
an appointment to see their child’s class teacher. We 
have just a few parents to see but are hopeful that by 
the end of the week we will have seen everybody.  
If you haven’t booked an appointment yet, please do 
so as soon as possible.  Thank you. 
 
‘Choose Kind’ 

Partly inspired by the award winning book ‘Wonder’ 
and our own vision and values, this half term we are 
launching a drive to promote kindness across the 
school. Each week, one child from each class will be 
awarded a kindness certificate which will be          
presented in our Wednesday celebration assembly. 
In my grandparents’ morning assembly, I shared the 
old testament story of Ruth who chose to leave her 
family and country to look after her mother in law 
Naomi. We talked about how we could share       
kindness with one another and the quote ‘kindness 
can be hard to give away -  it keeps coming back’.      
Kindness is at the heart of our vision and values. 
Our vision states, ‘pupils are taught the virtues of  
kindness, appreciation and what it means to be  
courageous.  
Our values also emphasises the need to promote  
‘Positive and supportive Relationships’  and to do 
things which will bring out the best in each other. 



'Grandparents' morning is such a good idea. I loved the 
calm and happy atmosphere and seeing the children's 
smiling faces. I very much enjoyed the headteacher's    
address. 

'I loved spending time with my grand daughter and  
playing games with her and the other children. 

'I was impressed with the nurturing atmosphere, the 
happy children and caring staff.' 

'How polite and helpful all the children were and their 
pride in the school that shone through as they showed us 
around.’ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

'My guide around school was a great little talker - full of 
info!' 

'I loved the joy and happiness that radiated from the 
headteacher, the teachers and all the children. It made 
me want to be a child again!' 

 
A particular word of thanks extends to Penny, Ting and 
Victoria for their help with the refreshments and to Cee 
and Carrie for all their hard word behind the scenes.  
For more photos and quotes from the grandparents’ 
morning, please visit the school’s web-site under News 
and Events … galleries 
 
 
 
 



Careers Morning for Years 5 and 6                                              
On the Friday before half term, Years 5 and 6 held their 
first Career’s Morning. 

It all started in September, when children wrote to 
adults who have a profession they are interested in.  
From those letters, twelve people responded (many of 
whom were Brookfield parents and carers) and we were 
then able to organise our Careers Morning!   
Our visitors included fire fighters, a doctor, an engineer, 
an actor, an architect, a singer, an animal rescuer, a    
police officer, potters, a graphic designer, a film director 
and a dance instructor! 
On the day, the children visited two adults, who spoke 
about what they love about their jobs and how they   
succeeded in their profession.  The children were given 
the opportunity to ask lots of questions and find out 
what they need to do in order to secure such a career for 
themselves.  We all agreed that whatever career you 
choose, you need to work hard at school and gain       
experience wherever you can. 
We’d like to thank all those adults involved in making 
our Careers Morning a success.  We had lots of positive 
feedback and would love to host another event in the 
future. 
Rob Fellows 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5O’s Class Assembly 
Many thanks to Olly, Ashleigh and 5O for putting on a 
fantastic class assembly on collaboration. Through     
several short dramas, the children shared what they 
had been doing in class to improve their collaboration 
skills and finished by singing ‘With a little help from my 
friends’. 

During the previous week, I had had the pleasure of 
working with 5O on a lessons study which focused on 
collaboration and arising from this emerged some     
excellent learning  partner prompts to facilitate          
conversations in class. 
Many thanks to Laurence for the super photograph of 
5O performing their song. 
 
New Chair of Governors 
We are delighted to announce 
that Elizabeth Dormandy has 
been elected as our new chair of         
governors. Elizabeth lives locally 
and has recently retired from her 
role in the NHS developing      
quality screening programmes. 
Elizabeth is particularly keen to 
continue promoting Brookfield’s 
ethos of respect and empathy, 
where diversity is valued and celebrated – both within 
school and the wider world. She is very much looking 
forward to her new role as chair of governors. 
We’d also like to take this opportunity to thank          
Rachel Hermer, our ex chair of governors  for the       
excellent leadership she has provided to the governing 
body over the last two years  We are delighted that she 
is going to continue playing a very active role in the 
school;  including sitting on various committees and 
supporting the school through the financial challenges 
ahead. 
 
Question and ideas related to the school’s finances 
Following on from my letter dated  Thursday October 
20th, if you do have any questions or ideas related to 
meeting the financial challenges ahead, please contact 
us via c.rowlands@brookfield.camden.sch.uk.  



National take over day -  18th November 
Linked to Rights Respecting Schools, National Take Over 
day is an annual event where children from Brookfield 
have the chance to take over the school for a day. This 
exciting event will take place on the 18th November and 
Brookfield will be transformed as children are given the 
opportunity to teach lessons to their classes and even 
take on some of the grown up roles around the school. 
Lesson plans and applications for a variety of roles 
(including headteacher, IT technician, site services 
officer, kitchen staff and music teacher) will go out this 
week. There will also be the chance for children to eat 
their lunch in the staffroom alongside the teachers!  
See this weeks homework for more details of how you 
can apply and take part.       Lucy Winser 
 
WHY? Festival 
Just before half-term, the Rights Ambassadors attended 
the WHY? (What's Happening for the Young) Festival at 
the Southbank Centre. Inspired by the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the festival         
explores and celebrates the rights of children and young 
people. The event kicked off with an inspiring talk by Ben 
Shires, presenter of CBBC's Officially Amazing, about his 
childhood and how he got where he is today. Next, the 
Rights Ambassadors attended a UNICEF workshop       
designed to deepen their understanding of children's 
rights and I was impressed by their knowledge 
and enthusiasm. The day finished with an original 
and interesting performance piece about food (by a man 
in a lion costume pretending to have been eaten by the 
lion!) which made us think about what we should and 
shouldn't eat. We left the festival with lots of ideas 
and are looking   
forward  thinking of 
different ways to 
champion rights at 
Brookfield this year.    
Seren Quested 
 
 
 
Sports News 
Tomorrow, Tuesday 1st November, our upper KS2     
football team start the league. We will play our games at 
Talacre which is the hardest of the three Camden 
leagues! Wish our team luck and we hope to return with 
maximum points!                                                                   
Y4 continue swimming - at the moment the weather is 
mild; those concerned about the journey after the 
swim back to school please send your child with warm 
labelled clothes and a warm hat. Y4 will swim up to   
February half term.                                                              
We are teaching football this half term - please send 
suitable foot wear!                                                                     

 
I am still travelling to the camps in Calais on Sunday 6th 
November. If you wish to help,  you can drop off surviv-
al packs or cash to me or the office. I will need this by 
Wednesday 2nd Nov latest.                                                      
I mentioned before half term, I will be sending weekly 
challenges - our first challenge is for a month. It is the 
30 day dead hang challenge. I have put posters around 
the school. Adults 1 minute, Kids 30 seconds -         
simply hang off a bar! Do it in one shot or break it 
down.   Good luck with this.      Haseeb 

Clubs News 
All clubs start this week.  Every child that applied for a 
club has been given a letter stating allocation and     
timing etc.  Please email  Sam below if you  have any 
queries                                                                                    
s.lewis-purkis@brookfield.camden.sch.uk 
 
News from the office 
 
Poppies for Sale 
Sunday 13th November is 
Remembrance Day.  Please 
come and buy your poppy 
in the playground any day 
this week, where your £1 
will be donated to veterans 
of both world wars and later conflicts. 
 
Halloween 
Whilst we understand that Halloween is a fun time for        
children to get dressed up,  please save the costumes 
masks and make up for after school, as, although we 
celebrate many things at Brookfield,  the events we 
choose are linked to fundraising or curriculum based, 
such as World Book Day. 
 
Bikes in the playgrounds 
We need to keep our playgrounds as clear as possible at 
the beginning and end of the day when there are so 
many children and adults milling around.   
In support of this, if you or your child cycles to school 
please make sure you leave all bikes outside the school 
premises.  There are plenty of bike racks provided    
outside in the surrounding streets for this purpose.    
 
And finally 
Happy Diwali 
A very Happy Diwali to all our Hindu 
families. We trust you all enjoyed the 
celebrations yesterday. 
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Bonfire Bakes 
Now that you’ve had time to work off the effects of the last bake sale, how about       
another one to  re-stock? 
The mighty Y5s invite you to a Bonfire Night Bake Sale in the lower hall on                   
Friday 4th November. If you can help email us: brookfieldbschoolpta@gmail.com. 
You can make or munch – we’re a very inclusive PTA – we don’t mind but please come 
along and take part.  
Makers: Please drop off bonfire / fireworks-themed treats at the office on Friday  
** PLEASE REMEMBER THAT SOME CHILDREN AT BROOKFIELD HAVE SERIOUS     
ALLERGIES SO WE CAN’T ACCEPT ANYTHING CONTAINING NUTS ** 
Munchers: Be ready to snap up as many reasonably-priced goodies as possible! 

 

Thank-you! 

  

 

Christmas Fair Organising Committee Plea (3) 

From a kneeling position, we are begging you to step up to help organise the      
Christmas Fair (December 3rd). Given how much money the school will lose from the 
government very soon, more than ever we need to raise as much as possible from our 
events and the Christmas and Summer Fairs provide the bulk of that.  
So. PLEEEEEEEEEASE contact us on brookfieldschoolpta@gmail.com if you are     
feeling heroic. We are experts in hand-holding so don’t be afraid! 
 

Sonia and Charlie, PTA joint-chairs 

Contact us: brookfieldschoolpta@gmail.com 
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