
Friday 6th January 2017
Year 1 spring term Curriculum Letter

Dear Parents and Carers,

Happy New Year and welcome back!  The Year One team are looking forward to a busy and exciting Spring term.  This 
letter will provide you with an overview of the topics, areas of learning and general systems and routines for this term. 
There will be an opportunity to discuss the Year 1 curriculum at a Curriculum Meeting to be held on Wednesday 18  th   
January in the Lower Hall.

Cross-curricular and out-of-school learning
Our topic this term is ‘Toys,’ which we know the children will love! To immerse the children in their learning we will be 
visiting the V&A Childhood Museum on Friday 20th January. This theme will link to all areas of the curriculum such as 
Literacy, Science, History and Geography.

Another thing to look forward to this term is our FAB unit on puppetry.  On Monday 9th January both classes will get the 
opportunity to go the Little Angel Theatre to watch a puppet show. The children will then get the chance to make their 
very own puppet on the 17th, 18th and 19th January. These workshops will take place at school. 

Literacy
This term in literacy the children will be working on developing their writing skills through a variety of genres and text 
types including poetry, narrative (The Enormous Turnip and Traction Man) and non-fiction writing (museum recounts).  We
will continue to set individual literacy targets.  In addition we will continue to support writing outcomes through the use of
spoken activities and drama.

Reading 
The children will continue to change their own reading books daily. This will happen if your child has read his or her book 
and their PACT book has been signed by someone at home. This will encourage the children to read on a regular basis, 
allow them to become more independent and help them to progress more quickly with their reading. We would like to 
thank everyone for being so supportive so far this year as it is having a positive reading on the children’s reading levels. 
Each child is read with once a week which is where we decide whether the child will move up to the next level. During 
these reading sessions, we look for reading fluency, decoding skills, expression and comprehension of the book. 

As part of the Read Write Inc. phonics programme the children also participate in regular group reading sessions. If you 
would like any more information about how we teach phonics and reading at school please attend the parent and carer 
information meeting on Wednesday 11th January. 

Maths
In Year 1 the children will be using both mental and written methods to solve problems. They will be provided with 
learning opportunities that will enable them to utilise their knowledge and skills to solve and interpret real life problems 
and scenarios.  We look forward to the second ‘PAC Maths’ workshop on Friday 3rd March. This is a chance for parents 
and carers to take part in a hands-on maths session with their children.
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Science
The children will be using their knowledge of materials to design their very hat!  After the break, when things start to 
warm up we will be learning more about plants and the seasons.

Computing
The children will be using computing skills to support their work in a range of curriculum areas, including Literacy, Maths 
and Science. They will be using the London Grid for Learning platform ‘Busy Things’. This will enable the children to 
develop their skills in accessing and navigating programs and solving problems using the computer. Later in the term we 
will be exploring algorithms and instructions using floor robots to develop computational thinking skills. 

Music
In music this term the children will be exploring the duration of sounds and music. They will also continue to build on the 
skills they have already developed this year.

Design and Technology / Art
This term the children will be creating their very own puppet as part of the Brookfield FAB unit. The puppets will be based 
upon the book ‘Where the Wild Things Are’.

PSHE
We will continue to relate our PSHE topics to the Building Learning Power framework that was so successful in the 
Autumn term. This term we are focusing on ‘group collaboration techniques’ to encourage the children to be more work 
successfully as a group. We will also be celebrating a Random Act of Kindness week and encouraging children to show 
respect towards one another.

P.E. 
In PE we will be practising games and gymnastics. Please make sure your child always has a P.E kit for these sessions, 
including trainers or plimsolls. It is essential that this is clearly labelled with your child’s name. 

Key dates for your diary: 
9th  January Year One trip to the Little Angel Theatre.
10th January – 1C to Highgate Library
17th January – 1L to Highgate Library
18th January – Curriculum Presentation for Year 1
17th, 18th, 19th January – FAB puppetry workshop
20th January – Trip to the V&A Museum of Childhood
25th January – Year One parents Open Morning. 
27th January – Pupil Premium coffee morning
Week Beginning 6th February- Random Act of Kindness Week. 
10th February- PTA Valentine’s Day bake sale.
Week Beginning 13th February – Half Term
Week beginning 27th February – Assessment week
2nd March – World Book Day
3rd March - Year One PAC Maths
Week Beginning 13th March- Mini Science Week
24th March – Red Nose Day
31st March – Last day of term

As always, we are very keen to have volunteers to accompany us on trips and outings. If you would like to join us and you 
are not List 99 checked then please see the office for a form. We welcome support from parents and carers to enhance 
children’s learning. If you have any specialist skills or talents that you can offer please come and talk to one of us. 
Especially any artistic skills that might relate to our FAB puppetry project!

Wishing you a happy 2017!

      



Kind regards,

Cassie and Laura

      


