
     

 

 
Friday 12th January 2018 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to Nursery. We hope you had a fun and relaxing break and are now ready for the new 
term. This is your termly curriculum letter setting out some of the things we will be learning, the dates of 
class events and other useful information. 
We are very pleased to welcome several new children to the setting (Noah, Deacon, Max and Emerson), 
We hope you will join us in helping them and their families to settle in and find their feet.  
 

Links with key workers 
 Your key person is the best first point of contact if you have any worries or concerns or would like to 
share some news. We usually have more time to chat at pick-up rather than drop-off, as we need to focus 
on settling children in the morning. Longer conversations can take place after school or we can agree a 
time to phone you or send an email (email addresses are at the end of this letter). 
 This term, we will be continuing the Focus child assessment system. We will be observing 3 children 
each week and planning activities that pick up on their particular learning styles and interests. We will ask 
you about their interests at home and will share their progress and targets with you the following week. 
This means that you will have a planned progress meeting with your child’s key worker every half term. 
Each child also has a learning journal, which will be filled with photos and significant samples of work. We 
share these with the children so that they can comment on and begin to evaluate their own achievements. 
Since we are also now using an additional online assessment system for recording our observations, we 
would like the children to use these learning journals as a place to celebrate their work, record their 
experiences and feel free to really take ownership of them.  It would be great if you could spend some 
time every few weeks looking through the journal with your child. They would love to share these with you. 
Feel free to bring in photos or artwork they may have done at home to add to their journal. 

Forest School 
Our forest school program will continue this half term and at the moment is still planned for Tuesday 
mornings. Can we remind you that these sessions are only really possible with the help of parent 
volunteers, to help us escort the children to and from the site in Mortimer Terrace. We would be very 
grateful for any more volunteers, please sign up on the parent’s notice board if you can help.  

Borrowing Books 
Please remember that you can borrow books from the classroom to enjoy at home. There is a red sign-out 
folder by the bookcase near the family area where you can enter the date and title of the book you borrow 
on your child’s borrowing page.  
 

What are we learning about? 
This half term our theme is going to be Let’s Construct.  
In addition, we also observe the children’s play so that we can plan activities around the things that they 
are interested in and want to find out about.  
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Our planning is always available for you to have a look at on the parent noticeboard, along with details of 
our book and rhyme or song of the week.  
 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
 This term we will be continuing to develop each child’s confidence to express their needs and 

preferences to adults and each other. We will be discussing what makes a good friend and learning how 

to join in with other children, share ideas and resources and work collaboratively. By talking through our 

daily experiences and thinking about characters in stories we will be naming emotions and talking about 

how we feel in different situations. We will also be talking about looking after our Nursery environment and 

encouraging children to use the resources independently. 

Communication, Language and Literacy 
The children have two group times a day where they will be developing the ability to listen to others and to 
take turns to speak through games and routines. These times also provide opportunities for the repeated 
singing and telling of stories, rhymes and songs to develop vocabulary and language structure. The 
children will also be telling their own stories and acting these out as a group. Through practical activities in 
the main session, the children will be learning to follow verbal instructions and are encouraged to 
comment and ask questions about how and why things work when they are exploring the resources. We 
will also be starting some small language groups for those children who may need a bit of extra input to 
extend their language skills. 

 
Physical Development 
We will be providing a wide range of opportunities for the children to develop strength, control and 
coordination of large body movements on a daily basis. In addition, this term, Nursery and Reception will 
have access to the main hall on Wednesday mornings where we plan to set up some of the gymnastic 
equipment. We would welcome any parent volunteers at this time, to help us set up the equipment. 
Please let us know if you would be able to spare 10 mins after drop off to help us with this. There will also 
be planned daily activities to develop children’s fine motor skills. We hope that our topic of Let’s 
Construct will lend itself well to this.  
 

Literacy 
We will continue reading a wide variety of books and encourage you to try to share a book with your child 
on a daily basis. If you and your child have particularly enjoyed a book together, feel free to let us know 
and we can share it with the class and hopefully start a recommended books display .We will be looking at 
some traditional tales as well as information books and different versions of the same story. We will be 
encouraging the children to retell familiar stories using props and will be sharing lots of songs and rhymes 
to develop the children’s ability to hear the rhythm, rhyme and alliteration and to be able to break words 
down into syllables. Adults will be modelling writing for children as we scribe their words and stories and 
demonstrate writing for a purpose during play .The children will also be encouraged to use writing for a 
purpose across the nursery environment  
 
Numeracy 
This term we will continue using songs, rhymes, games and practical activities such as cooking or setting 
up the lunch table to ensure that children have a solid grasp of the sequence of numbers and are able to 
count accurately for a purpose. There will also be lots of opportunities to name and discuss the properties 
of shapes and the purpose of measuring and comparing size when constructing.  
 

Knowledge and Understanding of the World 
As part of our Let’s construct theme we will be experimenting with a wide variety of materials and 

construction techniques. We predict that this may lead us to investigating materials, their strength and 

suitability for the task. We will be using a variety of natural and man made materials and working out the 

best way to join or adapt them. We will also be talking about the weather and how it affects our daily lives.  

There will be more gardening and regular cooking sessions, which will provide lots of opportunities to 

observe and describe change. Our ongoing explorations in the garden, as well as weekly Forest School 

provide many opportunities for talk about what we see, help develop our awareness of growth and change 



     

over time and support us to develop care and concern for living things and the environment as well as 

awe and wonder in the natural world. 

Expressive Arts and Design 
We have set up the nursery so that children can develop their own creative ideas, with easy access to a 
wide range of construction, collage, mark making and painting materials as well as open-ended resources 
to encourage imaginative play. In addition we will be teaching the children additional skills to create 
specific pieces of work and explore specific skills like constructing with clay and printmaking. 

 

Volunteers 
As well as volunteers for Forest School and trips we welcome parents in to the nursery to share skills and 
spend time with the children. Do you have a skill or interest that you’d like to share or a job that the 
children could find out more about? If so, please speak to your child’s key worker. 

Requests  
 We always need junk modelling materials. Please bring in your plastic and cardboard recycling for 

us (no egg boxes as we have a child with severe egg allergy in Reception). 

 Any spare shoes, size 8-10, and spare towels. 

 Donations of old electrical or mechanical equipment that you no longer need so that children can 

tinker unscrew and forage for parts. As well as developing their fine motor skills it really helps them 

to think about how things work. 

 For those of you who are entitled to a free full time place please remember that you will need to 

reapply for this at the end of each term. We will send out reminders nearer the time. 

 Donations of Lego (the small size) would be very gratefully received! 

 

Nursery Stay and Play sessions 

 (for prospective parents and their children) 

Wednesday 17th 24th January – 9.30-10.30 am 

 Do you have a child who turns 3 before Jan 2019? Come to our stay 

and play sessions and see what goes on in Nursery. 

 We are accepting applications for start dates in Sept ‘18 and Jan ‘19 

 Full and part time places available 

 Up to 30 hours free childcare (subject to conditions) 

 Weekly forest school sessions 

 Large outdoor area 

 Child centred approach with quality provision 

 

Ring the school office for details: 0207 272 9627 

 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: Half term holidays 12th- 16th February 
                                          Last day of term 29th March 
                                          Date TBC: Class Trip to Kentish Town City Farm 
 
 
 
 
Kind Regards, 
Charlotte, Daisy, Rebecca and Aniqa 
c.pearson@brookfield.camden.sch.uk                    d.bodley@brookfield.camden.sch.uk 
r.batchelor@brookfield.camden.sch.uk  
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