
 

       
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
                                    

Year 4 Curriculum letter                                                Friday 12th January                                         

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

We hope you had a great break! We are looking forward to a fantastic Spring term. We are writing to give you an overview 

of the topics, areas of learning and general systems and routines for this term. 
 

Literacy- Reading: To assist the children’s reading development it is expected that they will read at home for at least 10 

minutes every day. We would like a parent or carer to check that each child is reading regularly and writing their reading 

comment in their reading diary every week. As part of their homework we would like to see a detailed comment in their 
orange Reading Records. Prompts of how to write the comments can be found at the back of the orange Reading Records. 

The orange Reading records should be handed in every Tuesday. Comments will be checked by the teacher or teaching 

assistant. Please support your child by discussing their book and asking them questions; this is to encourage them to think 

about what they are reading in greater depth. Children have the opportunity to take books out of the school library, 

Highgate Library and the class book corner. 

Writing: We will be working on our writing skills in Year 4 through a variety of genres and text. We start with some 

creative writing inspired by the book ‘Hortense and the shadow’ by Natalia and Lauren  

Spelling: The termly spelling list outlines which words will be practised and tested each week. Attached, is the updated spelling list for 
Spring term. Please help your child practise and learn the relevant spellings. 
 

Maths: This term we will be particularly focusing on revising the four operations (add, subtract, multiply, divide), 

fractions, measures (including converting between metric units) and shape. We will to continue to develop problem solving 

skills and embed investigative tasks within lessons. Year 4 children are expected to know all of their times tables up to 12 

x 12 by the end of the Summer Term, and we encourage you to practise timestables with your children. We will be working 

on the 8x, 11x, 6x and 9x tables this term, as part of our Times Table Scheme. We will also be taking part in the Camden 

schools spring slam for times tables this term, with the opportunity to compete against other schools. 
 

Science: Our Science topics this term are ‘States of Matter’ and ‘Living Things and their Habitats’. The children will be 

investigating these topics both independently and in small groups, and reflecting on their findings. A particular focus will 

be on the water cycle and dangers posed to animals due to environmental and human impacts. Each lesson will be linked to a 

specific scientific enquiry skill, for example, observing closely, evaluating results or making hypotheses.  
 

Computing: The children will be learning and practising new computing skills in conjunction with other subject areas such 

as Literacy and Science. We will begin the term by creating a class blog where the children will research an environmental 

issue and discuss it on a safe and secure blog (using Purple Mash).  Additionally, we will be using the school’s set of ipads in 

a variety of lessons to support our learning. 
 

Geography- Our major topic this term is ‘Environmental Issues’, where we will learn about a variety of topics, such as 

climate change and sustainability, as well as specific terms such as biomes and vegetation belts. Each Geography lesson will 

be focused on a specific geographical skill, such as using and reading maps, or analysing photographs. This work will link 

very closely to our work in Science.  
 

P.E: Year 4 will be taking swimming lessons this half term (on a Monday afternoon), as well as dance (SPRING 1- Tuesday 

4E and 4C. SPRING 2- Weds 4E, Thurs 4C). Haseeb and Aaron will continue to lead P.E lessons at Brookfield. Please 

remember to bring in a clean, dry swimming kit including swim cap, towel and swimming costume in a bag EVERY Monday, as 

well as a PE kit containing shorts and a top (warmer clothes also permitted for Cross Country). Children must bring in 
suitable footwear for PE lessons. 
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Art and DT: In our first half term we will be focusing on a DT unit based around Cooking and Nutrition, researching 

the provenance of different food items and making two different recipes as a class. (Anyone with baking experience 

who would like to support these lessons please let us know!)  

Fantastic Arts and Brookfield (FAB):  In the second half term, the Shakespeare Schools Foundation will be coming in 

to run workshops with Year 3 and 4 children, exploring one of Shakespeare's plays through expressive drama activities. 

This will then lead to a showcase of the children's work to parents at the end of the half term. We will be in touch 

about this nearer the time.  
 

PSHE and RE: In P.S.H.E we will be covering a range of topics (through Circle Time and discreet lessons), including ‘How 

change feels and coping with change’ and ‘Feelings of loss’.  

In RE, we shall be looking at the theme of ‘Community’ in Buddhism and the theme of ‘Symbols’ in Hinduism- we will be 

visiting the Neasden Temple in this first half term.  
 

Music: This year, Year 4 is lucky to be taking part in the ‘Wider Opportunities Project’, where they are learning the 

guitar, fife, or recorder. It is imperative that they bring in their instruments every Thursday in preparation for their 

lessons. Please encourage your child to practise at home, as directed by the music teachers in school. In addition to this, 

in Spring 2, we will also be taking part in drumming lessons. 
 

French: In French we will be continuing to learn basic vocabulary and simple sentences related to a variety of topics, 

including telling the time, visiting a town, and shopping. 
 

Key dates  

15th January- Christian O’Connell book launch at Highgate school 

19th January- Y4 PAC Maths 

26th January – Y4 trip to Neasden temple 

- KS2 wake and shake  

Week Beginning 12th  February – Half-Term 

22nd February Shakespeare workshops start 

Week beginning 26th February- Assessment week 

1st March- World Book Day 

Week beginning 5th March- Writing week 

12th March- 12.30pm Choir to The Royal Albert Hall 

20th March- Spring Concert 

22nd March- Open afternoon 

23rd March- KS2 Wake ‘n’ Shake 

27th March- Rock Steady Concert 

28th March- Y4 SSF showcase (pm) 

29th March- Last day of term 

 

 

 

 

As always, we are very keen to have volunteers to accompany us on trips and outings. We welcome support from you to 

enhance the children’s learning. If you have any specialist skills or talents that you can offer please come and talk to one 

of us.  

Please do not hesitate to contact us in the playground at the end of the day, by email or through the school office if you 

have any questions. 

Kind regards, 

Carla, Emily, Rosie and Jos�. 

c.wallington@brookfield.camden.sch.uk  e.price@brookfield.camden.sch.uk        
Handy Reminders:                                  PACT books to be brought in daily 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

4E & 4C SWIMMING Homework handed in 4E - PE Homework given out 
4C- PE 
4E & 4C MUSIC- 
BRING IN INSTRUMENTS 

 
 

 


